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What will the future hold for higher education professors? Students are changing, government 
oversight and accountability is increasing, parents are demanding value added, technology is 
growing exponentially, business and industry are calling for more soft skills training and the 
economy is in slow recovery. We are in the perfect storm of educational change. As that storm 
blows over higher education, what can faculty do to be proactive to take advantage of the 
opportunities inherent in these challenges? Looking at ten future factors of education in 2020, 
our keynote speaker, Dr. Donna Qualters, will explore how we can work together to plan for the 
future.  Dr. Qualters is the Director of the Center for Learning and Teaching (CELT) at Tufts 
University, Associate Professor of Public Health and Community Medicine and Adjunct 
Associate Professor of Education.  
 
The NEFDC welcomes proposals for interactive workshops, teaching tips and poster sessions 
related to effective programming that reflects how we are designing pedagogy and 
documenting our approaches to successful learning outcomes for engaged learning. 

Topics might include, but are not limited to: 

 Changing students  

 Evolving governmental regulations  

 Expanding technology and interdisciplinary collaborations 

 Student success and retention 

 Emerging pedagogies 

 Expanding the definition of classroom beyond brick and mortar 

 



Guidelines for Session Proposals 

Please keep the following criteria in mind, when writing a proposal for a conference session.  
We prefer sessions that model effective teaching, achieve specific learning outcomes and 
connect to the conference theme in some way.  Sessions that provide value to participants and 
allow for interactivity and networking are strongly encouraged.  These criteria will be used for a 
blind review by the conference committee to select sessions for the conference.   

For specific instructions for preparing your proposal for submission refer to the NEFDC 
Guidelines for Submitting Proposals, available at https://nefdc.org/fall2014conf.html.  

Please submit your proposal in MS-Word format by August 22, 2014 via e-mail to Eric Matte 
with the subject line entitled NEFDC Fall 2014 Proposal at: ematte@landmark.edu.   

Sincerely, 
  
Deborah Clark, President 
Eric Matte, Fall Conference Proposal Chair 
   
New England Faculty Development Consortium 
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